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The interview is taking place in the cozy kitchen in Mary and Roger W elklins apartment 
located on North Dorset Rd in Troy, Ohio. We are sitting at a small table placed in the 
kitchen she is sitting across from me with the digital recorder placed between us on a 
fabric place mat. 
During this interview we will be talking about Mary Welklin' s life and the extensive 
amount of volunteer work she has done over her lifetime. Mary being the age of 70 starts 
out by telling us about a family they helped out when she was at the age of 5 or 6. Then 
the stories of all the other great things she has done over the years that followed. We hear 
about her time she spent working in Knoop Childrens Home working with the girls of the 
facility. As well as her employment at QRA where she helped take care of the physically 
and mentally handicapped. Then we go into her returning back to college and becoming a 
teacher. Her involvement on the building committee for the school she worked for. Then 
we wrap with all the volunteer work she has done for her church and still continues to do 
that to this day. 
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Quafisi: Tell me about your childhood your family and your experiences growing up. 
Welklin: Well I started school when I was 5 years old. Really shouldn't have but my 
father thought I needed to. Because I was big for my age and so I struggled in school and 
eventually met, and I don't remember how we connected, but this girl Nancy Howe rode 
my bus. Her, she was one of the last pick ups and because she lived near town but she 
lived in a very dilapidated house and kind of the back off the road a building that kind of 
went off the sidewalk. I don't even know if they had a sidewalk, but anyway that went 
back to the house and it was turtle shells. Kind of large turtle shells and it was kind of 
fascinating to me. Nancy and I became friends and I'm, she was good in school and I was 
struggling. I, nothing made sense to me, I was a poor reader and I, the math was a 
struggle everything was a struggle. So through first grade remained friends and this 
school house was, did not have a bathroom in it. Only had one sink in it and it was in the 
basement. Other than that we had two big out houses out side and so there were times that 
in the winter you would make the dash the outhouse ::laughs. There were some children 
who would wet their pants from time to time. In the second grade, that is what I 
remember was that her brother had started first grade and he wet his pants one day and 
the teacher. The first grade teacher, our rooms were just a hall away the steps went 
downstairs to the outside and the teacher came across with her hands on, on the back of 
his neck. I think I remember that his name was Eddie and shoved him in Nancy's face. 
And said you take care of him he is your problem. He wet his pants, and I was so 
embarrassed for her. How dare a teacher, an adult, do that to a young girl who was only 
in the second grade seven years old. I just, that just endeared me more to her and one day 
she asked the teacher if I could walk up stairs with her. She had her older brother's 
worksheets from high school. We walked up stairs and I asked why doesn't your brother 
come to school and she said well he can't walk and so he can't, he can't manage. He 
obviously had polio and sometime during that school year Nancy didn't come to school. 
But her brother Eddie had and I said where's Nancy? I was probably talking to him on 
the bus. He said Mamma's sick and she had to stay home and take care of everybody else. 
I went home that evening and I said to my mother, I said Nancy couldn't come to school 
today. I don't know you know, in my mind that was a selfish act on my part because I 
wanted Nancy, she was my friend~ my only, really, my dear friend. I said would you go 
the next day and help Mrs. Howe so Nancy can come to school. This was very hard for 
my mother she had a very squeamish stomach and couldn't deal with dirt and dirty stuff. 
She said she would go and that evening she said to me at the supper table. Mary she said, 
Mary Mar, everybody called me Mary Margaret then. Mary Margaret you have no idea 
what you have asked me to do she said. The home is deplorable, doesn't even have a 
decent floor and it, there's nothing. She said there's no where to start because there's 
nothing to work with. Mother had all though through her childhood lived in a small town 
here in Ohio. But her parents, she was adopted by her grandfather and his second wife, 
and she and her sister were adopted when they were young. Mother was 18 month old 
when she was adopted because her mother died when she was 18 month old. So because 
they had two little girls to take care of they had hired girls who would come in and take 
care of the house and take care of the girls. My grandmother ran the telephone office and 
my grandfather worked for the united telephone company. So mother never experienced 
poverty she, her mother had dressmakers come in and make fancy hats and fancy clothes 
for Easter. They were wonderful, we have some pictures, they were wonderful so 
anyways, this was a new thing for mother. Mother had been thrown into; when she 
married my father his big dream was to be a dairy farmer. Well after, well during the 
depression they had bought a farm out in the hills north of Bellfountain. It was 
devastating mother went through lots of devastating things with my father and his dreams. 
So years later when mother is living on the beach in Florida, I said that she finally got 
what she deserved since she put up with my dad. Anyway, so back to the house she 
realized that Richard could not walk. She said to my father, she said you need to get the 
trustees in there and find out what they can do for the family. I did not realize till just 
yesterday I had an interview with a lady who now will be 90 this year, but she told me 
that, that is how welfare was taken care of back in the 1940s. Was through the trustees of 
the township and so that's, that's, so the trustees went in evaluated the situation they got 
the crippled children's fund in there they took Richard to Columbus. Outfitted him with 
braces from the hips down and that's how he walked till the day he died. He was able to 
graduate from high school and go to high school and then he went on to Ohio State 
University and graduated from there. Sadly to say he was killed in an automobile 
accident probably in his late twenty's. He married; we got to see him at a wedding 
through mutual friends. One thing that I could add to my friendship with Nancy, even 
after we moved, I was in another school. We still got together and she went to family 
reunion with us anytime that she could go with me. I had to write her a letter she never 
had a telephone. So I would have to write her a letter. Make arrangements, and we would 
write back and forth but one day, probably when I was in the third grade. In the fall our 
schoolyard has large trees in it. All these leave were coming down and are big 
entertainment was to make these leaf houses. Nancy and I were making our leaf house 
under a tree and one of the more influential girls. I have not a clue what family she was 
from or anything. Her name was Jackie, that's all I can remember, she came over to me 
and said Mary Margaret if you would tell Nancy you would not be friends with her 
anymore we would be friends with you. We're not friends with you because your friends 
with Nancy, and I said no way. 
Quafisi: Was that because she was poorer? 
Welklin: Because she was poor we were all poor. 
Quafisi: Yeah 
Welklin: You know it was post depression time. We were farmers you know poor, there 
were different degrees of poorness. There were people whose fathers obviously were 
good farmers, who had made it. They had inherited some land or something we just, we 
rented a farm. You know my fam, my father was, his goal in life was to get to a good 
dairy herd and so that's what we were doing. I guess that was I, I don't know if it was 
instilled in me, to my parents I can say that it was. But its just a gift that god has given 
me. Kind of for the underdog and you know if someone' s down and out my father used to 
say. If Mary Margaret met someone didn't have a shirt and she had her last shirt on she 
would give it to them the family kind of begrudgingly accepted my spirit of giving. It was 
just me, and I really feel like it was a gift from god. 
Quafisi: Were you as your family, a younger or older child do you think maybe, did you 
take care of anyone as a child like a sibling of any kind? 
W elklin: I'm a middle child. We are separated by the oldest to youngest at this day in 
2011 my older brother, my oldest brother will be the 82 this week. My youngest sister is 
58 
Quafisi: Wow okay. 
Welklin: My and a sister was raised with the grandchildren. I was the middle child and 
there's almost 10 years between my older sister and me. There is no children in between 
there. No my mother said I was spoiled rotten, that's what she would say. She said I was 
spoiled rotten but I don't know, you know, we as I say we, we were very poor. If it hadn't 
have been for grandparents clothing us as children I don't know what we would have 
done. My father's mother made sure that my oldest brother had clothes. My mother's 
mother made sure my older sister had clothes she got a lot ofhand me downs. Then my 
grandmother on my mother's side she bought clothes for me. I can remember, and she 
died when I was 7. I can remember her taking me shopping and buying me clothes and 
she was a very large woman. Had heart problems and was terribly obese but she would 
struggle to go to stores. I can remember as a child and she was a very giving woman I 
spent a lot of time at home at their home. I was blessed with having grandparents on both 
sides of the family. Both not only just grandparents but great grandparents, my great 
grandmother lived until I was almost 20. I have lots of memories, so when I was in the 
fourth grade, in the middle of the fourth grade, farmers move in January. In the middle of 
fourth grade we moved, we just basically moved around the comer but it put me in 
another school district. I don't know if it was better for it or not because I'm still 
struggling, still struggling absolutely. When we moved in the fourth grade it was two 
grades in one it was the fourth and fifth grade were in the same room. I was lost and no 
longer had my friend Nancy and so I have a family friend who, Connie, who was brilliant. 
I felt very intimidated by her. They kind of I put us together to sit together because we 
kind of knew each other. It didn't, it just didn't work she was embarrassed by my 
stupidness and I was embarrassed for myself. I made other friends with other families 
who were more struggling. Somewhere around probably junior high we were coming 
home from school one day on the bus and one of the, one of the families who lived in our 
community, well lived around the comer from us. We're on our road but we would come 
passed their place not really pass it, so we could see it down the road, in there was a girl, 
who is probably a year, probably my age, but was behind in school. They would fail kids 
back then they wouldn't just push them along. They failed them until the got too big to fit 
in the desk I guess. She looked down the road and saw her house on fire. She, when we 
got to the comer and. stopped she told the bus driver let me out here. He said I can't let 
you out here. She said you're letting me out here, my house is on fire and I have to go and 
so she got off the bus and ran down the road to the place, to her home and obviously it 
had been burning for sometime. It was pretty much gone and so when I went on home I 
got off, the excitement of the day I, mom did you know that the James house is burning 
down. She was, we didn't get home until4 o'clock and she just picked up and got in the 
car and took off. She said I'll be back, well when mother came back she came with the 
whole family all but the father. He stayed with the house, he wouldn't leave the house. 
They had a nursing baby and I don't know how many kids they had, they just had a bunch 
ofkids. This girl who is either older or younger than I, I know she was in my grade, she, 
it, she was the oldest. I'm sure she was the oldest and then it was down to a nursing baby. 
There was probably I'm thinking maybe 6 kids, and these people obviously didn't have 
any water in their house probably had an outhouse. They were dirty and I don't know how 
they heated their house maybe with wood you know. They were just dirty and they 
smelled and when they all came in they smelled like smoke. Their house being on fire 
you know and mother just said to me we will be fixing supper for the James's and they 
will be here tonight. They will stay all night with us, well I was appalled, I thought how 
am I supposed to face the people in school tomorrow. Because, my class was made up of 
the children of the people who were somebody in town. The doctor's daughter the 
stockyard owners daughter the implement guy his daughter was in my class. There was a 
family to who had a grocery stores there son was in my class. The druggist son was in my 
class, and I'm just thinking oh what are you doing here to me mother. When I picked 
Nancy as a friend that was okay. But now the James's, and so I thought well we will see 
what we can do here. We fed them supper and, and I'm sure was really maybe, I maybe it 
was strange to them because we were vegetarian. I'm sure the food was ya know, but we 
just started opening jars and cans. I have no idea what we fed them. I decided I was going 
to scrub Miss. Mary do~ so I took her upstairs and stuck her in the bathtub well her 
hair was kind of a mousey brown. Well I decided to wash her hair, well after I washed it 
she had blonde hair ::laughs::. It was so amazing, and so I thought well this is neat. She 
just had it cut straight around, Jcind of like the length mine is, you know to the jaw line. 
They probably just stuck a bowl on her head or something and cut the hair ::laughs::. I 
decided to pin curl it. That unmanageable hair was not really willing to pin cur~ but I did 
the best I could. She could have curls up or curls down the next day. It was all kind of, 
you know, when we were getting on the bus, and we were all getting on the bus at my 
house. Everybody was like what happened to Mary, Mary James has blonde hair. Wow 
look at that. So later in the day, I'm sure I was in junior high. Later in the day the 
principal comes by and walks into our classroom and he said I put the word out to the 
school that we are collecting clothes for the James family. Mary Margaret, would it be 
alright if we brought them all to your house. I said no don't bring all those close to my 
house ::laughs::. They found them a house immediately, just down the road, found them 
another house, praise the lord I said no because the next morning they got on the bus. 
Well that house that had a glassed in front porch, the clothes, the boxes of clothes were 
stacked clear to the ceiling. You couldn't even see all those clothes I mean it took them 
years to go through all those clothes ::laughs::. So my father would have had a fit, but 
anyways, but mother was willing to do this. She had, had a, in the late thirty's mother had 
almost had, well she probably did, she had a complete nervous breakdown. In the early 
forties and she was convicted to really turn her life over to Jesus. So it made a change in 
her and so our church became involved a little later in this because I went away to private 
school, and graduated from private school from Mount Vernon, Ohio. I was gone for 
three years and I was home in the summer time. 
Quafisi: Well with your educational background do you feel it helped train or prepare 
you for other work you have done. Like later on, like when we had talked about the 
Knoop Children's Home? 
Welklin: Well when I went to Knoops Children's Home I had one year of college. And 
had graduated from high school cause I was only 21 when I went there. While I was at 
college my first time I, mother wanted me to, her big ambition was for me to be a 
nutritionist. I was bucking at that I really, I had, my job was, when I was at a private 
school, was to work in the kitchen. It's not my favorite place to be so about middle of the 
year of the school year I, I switch to psychology. Cause I decided then I wanted to be a 
social worker and to say the least my family was not happy. I pretty much, you know I 
was 17 when I graduated from high school so at 18 I had made this decision that I wanted 
to be a social worker. So when I came home and didn't go back to college I spent a little 
time helping my sister take care ofher children. When I came back from there and we 
had moved again, we had moved to Miami County. So I was kind of lost I had no 
connection with any school. I have no connection with any body that I knew and I was 
just kind of, I did some babysitting for a while and then I saw in the newspaper an ad for, 
to work at, they needed someone at the Knoops Children's Home. So I called and made 
an appointment and interviewed and they hired me. 
Quafisi: Could you tell me a little bit about the Knoops Children's Home and kind of 
what they had there. Like what kind ofchildren were brought there was it just... 
Welklin: well there was no orphans, they were children that had been abused by their 
parents. They were age, they didn't take any that were any, they had to the in first grade 
or kindergarten, probably kindergarten. I can't remember any kindergarten children we 
had but they would of been in foster homes. The others, these children were through 
graduation they live there but because their parents had abused them in some way shape 
or form. It was a whole big unit they have a main building that had a dining room, 
kitchen and apartments in it. You could live on campus ifyou wanted to, you could have 
your own little apartment. Which would be part of your pay, they had a big building that 
was the boiler room to the heating plant for the whole thing. Above that was the laundry 
it was like a commercial laundry. Which I work in that a couple days a week, they had a 
boy's dorm and a girls dorm and at one time it has been a farm, a working farm. 
I think still was then, they were planting com, they might have had some livestock. I was 
never out at the barn, but I, when I started there I was only 21 and they just kind of were 
testing the water as to what I could do. Where I could fit in, I worked in the dining room I 
worked in a laundry and I work for the people who ran it. I helped them keep their 
apartment up. They had a large apartment and there were things I guess, we were called a 
matron or whatever. Mr. and Mrs. Pediet their now deceased but they were in charge at 
the time. Came Christmas time you know and they had, we'd a dining, a staff dining room 
and she would say well Mary today is the day. We're going to go pick up Christmas trees 
and that was a big deal, cause we had to get Christmas trees for the girls dorm and for the 
boys dorm and the main house. We would go to Ordings and pick out a Christmas trees 
and she, it always had to be snowing while we picked out the Christmas trees. One ofthe 
things I did there volunteer basis was saw the need that the children needed tutoring and 
so I kind of set of set a program to tutor the girls especially. After school I tutor them in 
the evening between the time they got home from school and supper time I would tutor 
them. And try to get, tried to get them cause they were just kind of falling through the 
cracks. I saw that need to; they needed someone to just support them in what they were 
doing. One of the other things I did while I was there, I started a 4h club and some ofthe 
girls took cooking and some of the girls took sewing. This was on my own time and so 
we, they had a, the girls had a neat old kitchen in the girls, which had one of those old 
fashioned stoves that sat up on legs that has the oven that sits on the side, and the burners. 
I loved that old stove I think you can buy them now, but anyway, we would cook in there 
and then and serve the, the staff We would cook a nice meal for the staff, the woman 
who was in charge ofthe girls at the time, we decided, they raised a garden and we did · 
fresh green beans one time. She said well these beans aren't going to be fit to eat because 
and her idea ofcooking green beans, they needed to cook for a least 8 hours. So they 
were nothing but mush. So the, we'd, and then they said the cook went on vacation or had 
some time offor something and, and so the 4h girls and myselfcooked for everybody 
now and I remember we made tamales. We made too many we double the recipe too 
many times ::laughs:: and when the cook came back she said don't ever do that again. 
Now I have to get rid of all the stuff you ftxed but those were the things. Then I also met, 
we had a girl from Potsdam, Ohio which, I argued the fact that Potsdam was even in the 
Miami County but it is by inches. That came to us and her, she had two older brothers 
who were imprisoned and her parents they were taking care of the boys and they weren't 
bothering with her. Her name was Marilyn and for some reason Marilyn and I kind of 
hooked up. She really, she was a troubled child, the real troubled child. I had at one time, 
I had moved into the main house, and was living there. She had tried to commit suicide 
and so we went to the hospital to see her and they kind of left it up to me. They said well 
Mary if you want to take it on she's yours. I went to court with her and sat before the 
judge they made her a ward of the court at that time and her parents were there. They said 
we have no money for her, we have to buy smokes for the boys that was there answer. So 
she became a ward of the court and she live with me in my apartment that I had in the 
main house. 
Quafisi: So she wasn't even living in the actual children's home she was living in your 
personal home? 
Welklin: She was living, I was living in the main house of the children's home. We were 
on campus but, but I had a two bedroom, it's basically what I had, a, there was a joint 
living room and bathroom there were twp bedrooms on my side. So she was in one and I 
was in the other and she stayed there with me until. This was after she tried to commit 
suicide. Just trying to have someone keep an eye on her. 
Quafisi: What was her age at that time? 
Welklin: She was a teenager she was in high school. She was in high school she, I kept 
up with Marilyn for a long time after I left the children's home. I still kept up with her she, 
I lived in Washington for awhile. She came to visit me there she was trouble, but I tried 
my best to do with her. Then sht; when she came she seems to me like she was taking 
some courses in something. I paid for her way to come to Washington on the bus for a 
reward. Okay and then when I got married she was having babies. I don't know she must 
of married somebody. I don't really remember but she had, had a daughter and then she 
got pregnant again and had a son. I took care of the little girl and they were in our home 
for Christmas and Thanksgiving. We would just go get them and they spent the holidays 
with us. Just trying to make the, because she had no other family, I was her family. I was 
it cause nobody else cared. So I have talked to her on the telephone she is probably she 
had contracted something. It was, she had MS or something. So she was down in 
Kentucky somewhere I have not had contact with her in years if she's even living I don't 
know. But Marilyn is one of the things I didn't have to, but I have spent hours, hours and 
hours trying to help this girl. 
Quafisi: There was another family that you had mentioned to me out the Knoop 
Children's Home the Heath family. 
W elklin: The heath family was from Piqua, Ohio there were two little girls. I had, it was 
my day off when I came back I was met by the sub who was chantsy. We'll call her 
Chantsy. She was, she was a book in herself. She said you have no idea what you're 
going to have to deal with. And I doubt seriously if your going to be able to deal with it. 
You have to remember by now I am 24 maybe, who is going on 25. And 
Chantsy was probably, 75. She thought I was a whippersnapper and didn't know which 
end was up. She said you come in here and look and there the waste can was full of 
knotted hair, just knotted blonde hair, just piles of it. She said tomorrow morning you're 
going to meet them, tomorrow your gonna meet em and you're, And you're gonna. So it 
was Stella and Gladis and these girls had been taking care of basically by their 
grandfather. He had died, the parents were alcoholics there were four children in the 
family and the county got called in because the youngest child died in the bed. Never had 
been out of the bed. 
Quafisi : Do you know what age it was? 
Welkin: Well I think it was under a year. Then they have a brother who had never been 
out ofhis crib. Who is probably 4 years old, or something like that. Because, these girls, 
were six and seven. They couldn't believe the milk was cold. They had never drank cold 
milk. Their parents would toddle off to the bar each morning whenever it opened up. Go 
to the bar buy milk on the way and let it sit in the bar until they toddled home drunk. 
That's what the girls drank, that's what they had. They basically were damaged for life. 
They, Stella lives in a county home in Darke County. 
Quafisi: How developed were they at the age since they didn't have a whole lot of 
interaction? Were they educated in any way? 
Welklin: No they were not educated, they were wild little animals. The television room 
for the girls, the chairs were comfortable chairs they sat in a semicircle for the television. 
With that one end. Well there were 18 to 21 girls all the time and that morning they just 
went around and touched every chair. Just going around the room around and around and 
touched every chair and around and around they went. They never stopped, just around 
and around they just touched every chair. What I remember the most was that at Easter 
time they had come real early spring okay. They had at Easter time, Easter day it was a 
beautiful day and we're outside and the girls were running up in the orchard. They had an 
orchard and they were running in the orchard. Their arms were out, and it was just like, 
and they were running just like they could not take it all in enough. Their hands, their 
arms were open just, it was just wonderful for them. To have fresh air, and just to be out 
in the country. 
Quaf"ISi: Did that give you a lot of satisfaction that you're providing that for them? 
W elklin: Yeah I, that was, that was the high, that was the hardest thing for me too leave 
them. I, if I had been financially sound enough I would have adopted them. I just, it was 
when Ernie and I got married. Even before we got married, it was not, I had gone to 
Washington, DC. When I would come home for holidays I would try to have visitation 
rights and the power. That the, at the time, the reason why I had left the children's home 
was there were people who wanted to get rid of all the, ofus. They were, and I guess they 
were, I was the weakest link. They were, she was this is. I hate to tell the story but it was 
a teacher in the Miami East school district. She wanted our job and she obviously had 
friends that she wanted to fill in there. She encouraged the high school girls to run away 
and come to her house. And said how I was just mistreating them. Lied and how I was 
mistreating them, well the pressure got so strong that I, I just you know, and the pressure 
you know, was on Mr. Pedet and he was you know, the dog was bitting him so he was 
biting me. So, and that's, and so I left. That's, that's why I left, but when I would come 
home for vacation and I would try to get visitation rights. Well their story was that I was 
not a fit person to see them, you know and urn. I did see, I did see Stella in Tipp City 
when I, when we lived in Tipp city and I was in the drug store one day and she was there 
and they had placed he with a family an older, older couple. They were dressing her like 
she was 65 or 75. 
Quafisi : And what do you believe her age was? 
W elklin: And the 19, the 19, oh it was her senior year of high school I know exactly how 
old she was. Because I was taking floral classes there in Tipp City at the time, from Mrs. 
Price and her daughter was graduating, and I said do you know Stella Heath? Oh yeah, 
she is in my class. So I asked her what was going on why are they dressing her like an old 
woman. And uh, she said it's sad, they placed her in a home with this old couple, and she 
was just there to take care of them. And she was really afraid to talk to me she 
remembered me, but their, their statements were, that I forced the girls to call me mother, 
I had never, I never asked the girls to call me anything, other than Mary you know, I, all 
the children had their own parents. Why would I want to interfere with that you know? 
As I have said many times no matter what wonderful things you do for these children 
they still have their biological parents. They still love them~ no matter what they did to 
them and I'm not going to replace their parents it's not going to happen. 
Quafisi: So after that, that was i~ in my notes it was 1966 and then you got married in 
1967. Then the next thing we went to was in 1970 when you moved to Bethel and I just 
wanted to ask how you got involved in community issues or community services when 
you moved to Bethel? 
Welklin: Well my mother, my mother lived in Bethel Township. We moved to Bethel 
because we had a son who was hyper active. I wanted him in the country this child was 
driving me nuts in town and so I prayed a lot about it and I was given a farm way back 
offthe road. So now were in Bethel Township and we lived there when he was three. 
Bethel had a women's homemakers club and my mother, I think, was involved with it or 
she suggested that we go. That's how they built up new members, the older members 
would know somebody and they would ask, and I always invited people that I knew to 
come~ So it was kind ofa dieing club shall I say, i~ but lots ofold ladies, and they needed, 
they needed some spark they needed some younger blood in it. So I, we went and they 
would ask at every meeting how, how, homemakers is set up is you have your own clubs~ 
But it is through the extension office from the court house. And so they would give 
lessons so you would have your meeting and you would be, somebody would be 
presenting what they had learned at the meetings at the extensions office. They would 
always ask for volunteers to go. So there were several times when I would go to the 
meetings and because I was a lacto vegetarian and there was, came up a vegetarian class. 
I think, I think mother and I both went so the lady that was doing the presenting was 
struggling through it. She really didn't know a whole lot she had a lot ofbook learning 
but she hadn't gotten in the kitchen and done muc~ When she got done with her 
presentation I made some suggestion of what could be. She said are you a vegetarian? I 
said yes I am. She said, why weren't you teaching this class you know more about it then 
I do. ::laughs:: At that time I was, we were, we were getting soy beans, soaking soy beans, 
cooking soy beans, grinding up soy beans, and we were making them into patties. That 
was our base at that time. But to do this you have to have something to make these things 
stick together. This is why you, then you use egg, or something like that. So I said that I 
would do the class at the homemakers. I made my soy bean patties and took them, oh; the 
ladies thought they were wonderful. I said to mother, so why were they so much better 
then when I make them at home? She said well because you made them so small for 
tasting that the flavor was just really there. That was the one thing I remember there but I 
did take many classes and taught classes. I think one time we did, they taught us how to 
make omelets, just different they, extension office was really trying to help. They had a 
mothers club that they would try to help these young mothers, try to teach them how to 
make ends meet and how to save money and how to use their food stamps wisely. 
Because at that time, a lot ofpeople were getting commodities, the extra excess from the 
farmers. They had like instead ofrolled oats, they had rolled wheat, but people didn't 
know what to do with it. They had different things like cheeses and things like that, that 
were not just regular off the shelf stuff that you would find in the grocery store. It was the 
agricultural excess, so they did a lot of teaching of the mothers the young mothers from 
that. It was an, also a learning experience because, I was early 30s and learned to adjust 
to these little old ladies who wanted to just boss you around. It was, and I miss I really do 
miss it. I sometimes, I think I should call the extension office or when we go to the court 
house to vote, I should stop in the office and see if they still have these clubs. Anyways 
that's what I did with the homemakers. 
Quartsi: Let's talk about in the 1980s. We had talked about when you did the SDA 
Christian School in Piqua. So tell me about your involvement in community life and how 
it has changed across your lifetime as ofnow because that's a jump of about 10 years 
from my notes here so. 
Welklin: Some where between the 70s and the 80s. I made a change in not church 
affiliation, but I made a church change and location cause. I was going to New Carlisle 
church and changed to the Piqua church. When I went to Piqua they had a church school. 
The first thing they asked me when they found out that I was going there they asked, will 
you volunteer? we need volunteers. I said what do you need? They said number one we 
need a music teacher and number two we need somebody to work in the library. At the 
time they had a woman who knew what she was doing. She sat up the library and she was 
very particular about how things were nm and so I went two or three days a week. I 
worked in the library and I know every Friday I had the music class for the kids. I really 
didn't know what I was doing I was just flying by the seat ofmy pants, but we worked on 
one song. We worked and worked and worked on this song. I didn't have anyone to play 
it for me and one of the girls could just hit the notes. We would sing with one finger 
hitting the notes, there wasn't no accompaniment or anything. Then the pastor was a 
pianist and so he would come occasionally and play the song. We would sing and when 
we finally get it down pat, because there was parts and all this stuff. When this happened 
I was in t~ I was in tears, it was so, we had worked so hard, and it was so emotional to 
get it all together and they all did it right ::laughs::. Then the school would always have 
school plays at Christmas time. I think for several years I did the school plays, nothing 
compared to what they do now. But that was all volunteer; I was not being paid at all. 
That was for the library work and I had spent lots ofhours, and my friend, who is in the 
nursing home now, who has parkensons, she and I we ran the library. We did that and 
somewhere I think it was Christmas vacation. They called me, I was at a new years eve 
party. They called me and said you have to come and help us full time. I wasn't paid 
much it was more volunteer and that school year the teacher got pregnant. She got 
morning sickness to the max, where she ended up in the hospitaL I am running between 
the hospital and school because the children, we would take them to the y and they had 
swimming lesson. So while they were having swimming lessons I was running to the 
hospital to see what my next lesson plans were, she was making lesson plans at the 
hospital ::laughs::. It was something else. But one of the things that I had decided to do, 
they asked me if I would be, I don't know if I did music and art, I cant remember if I did 
both at the same time. I might of, but they asked me if I would do the art class. Well 
drawing isn't my bag, so I said I, would it be okay if we did liberal arts and I would teach 
the kids how to cook. I wanted them to do something other than make cookies. So, I got 
the okay to do that. We made lots of wonderful things. We did it on Friday, and we did it 
till class was out. Whatever the kids made that day they got to take it home for supper. So 
we made sweet rolls and we made south of the boarder pie which is kind of a pizza, that 
is made out ofcom bread instead of, and refried beans and stuff like that on it. Then our 
school was quite big then we had older students and I decided I was going to teach them 
how to can. So I went and bought apples and peering knifes and we made apple sauce and 
canned it. Some of them really got into it, I had one little girl who really got into it she 
thought, this was her first year to be with the older students, and she really thought that 
this was the best thing that had ever happened. It's so unusual that just yesterday on the 
phone, one ofthe mothers ofthese students said to me, she said, cause she had called and 
asked about a recipe that she was working on. She asked me if something would work 
instead of something else, and she said I had to laugh at my girls this Christmas they were 
making pie. They said why didn't we just buy already made pie crust and she said you 
remember Miss. Cullen's said, that was my maiden name then, you remember when 
Miss.Cullens use to say. Just use the cereal bags to make the pie crust out between and it 
works just fine and you don't have to make a mess in the kitchen. So even though these 
girls are all married and have children, they are still remembering what I taught them. 
That's, that just came yesterday, so that's some of gifts that. I, one of the boys, we were 
making apple pie and he struggled, he struggled, oh my, and he was reading the recipe 
and he said to me. Miss. Cullens I cant get four cups ofwater in this apple pie. I said 
Peter what are you putting four cups of water in an apple pie for. He said that's what it 
calls for and I said no Peter it says one fourth. So we poured the water offand started 
over again. But those children touched my life, but I think I touched their life. Because 
you know some of them are still around. One young man who was rebellious when I 
taught him, but he says to me you were the best teacher I ever had. I helped with the 
teacher that they have now, does, he goes whole hog with these Christmas programs. I 
mean he gets expensive programs and really gets into it. I really helped him a lot with the 
sound systems and the scenery that a lot of trying to figure out things with what little we 
had. I had one, he needed a snow scene and I had flannel sheets that had a snow scene on 
it, and opened up those fitted sheets~ and they never did get sewed back together 
again ::laughs::. But that was my donation to the cause, to the back scene you know. 
Cause there was four of them so that was the back scene the snow scene for the play 
Quafisi :And your still currently at the? 
Welklin: I am still librarian, I don't work at it as much as I use to. This fall I took, 
because I'm legally blind I'm not allowed to drive. So Miami County has a van that you 
can pay two dollars, or I can pay two dollars its different prices for different people, 
because I'm an old lady I guess that's why its two dollars ::laughs::. I went up two or 
three days a week, I helped at the school. They were getting ready for an evaluation and 
there'sjust not enough hours in the day to get done what he needs to get done. If he needs, 
he calls me and I went up and cleaned out a closet. I spent a month cleaning out a closet 
and organizing it. And it better still look the way I left it. I also have been the treasurer 
for the school for about 30 years, so that means I do all the billing to the parents I collect 
all the funds, I bank all the funds, I pay all the bills and I am audited. I have to give 
monthly reports to the board, so it's a grave responsibility. I've gone from, started out 
with card sheets to notebooks to the computer but that's where it's at now, it's all on the 
computer. I was really ignorant to say the least when I started and I had little training. 
The women was moving and she said this is what you do, and I'm just, I would have 
adding machine tape all over the kitchen trying to make a report it was bad. I have 
worked my way through it and have learned and always have good audits may be a penny 
off but that's about it. 
Quafisi: I think we can go ahead and stop here and we can go ahead and continue. 
Welklin: Okay. 
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Quafisi: This is Audriana Quafisi we doing part 2 of the interview with Mary Welklin. 
So were going to start with in 1982 you ended up going back to college so kind of give 
me an idea of what you did there your degree and things of that nature. 
Welklin: Well, I was working part time as teacher's aid. Volunteering a lot of time but 
still getting paid a little bit. And in 82 I, my mother and I had gone shopping, I really had 
not given it a whole lot of thought. But we had gone shopping up at Piqua one day and 
were kind ofbored. I said why don't we go around to the college and she what they got to 
offer. It's kind of how it all happened, so fast but I think down deep I thought well maybe 
I can handle this all now. So I went over and they signed me up and said go down the hall 
and take some test. I took the test, passe4 the test and got in college ::laughs::. So they 
had classes in Greenville, and we lived closer to Greenville then we did Piqua. So I 
started going to Edison State at Greenville. I decided that I wanted to be an elementary 
teacher and so, I was 40, I was not 42. I was almost 42 and I started that fall and by the 
time I started the second, they were on quarters I started my second quarter in February. 
And got the word that my father was dieing and so we all rushed to Florida thought we 
were going to be telling my father good bye. But he, they, a doctor figured out what was 
wrong and he had surgery. That was, and that was two more years that he lived and in 
that two years it was quiet a learning process of learning how to live with a dieing parent. 
I had a house to sell, a house to dismantle, and ship what my parents wanted to Florida. 
Because they were not coming back and their home was here. So my older brother and I 
did that job cause we were the two in Ohio. I was also going to college and I was also 
working and also was a mother of a teenage boy who was in junior high and he was 
struggling in school. I was in night school and he would sit up and wait for me to come 
home and then say, mom you need to help me with this ::laughs::. So it took me till the 
spring of '90 and I graduated from the University of Dayton with a BS in elementary Ed, 
with a remedial certificate. Then I kind of decided, I was just kind of sick ofbeing away 
from home, and so I sub situated for four years. In that four years there was two children 
who parents were convinced that these children were allergic to the school building. This 
is kind of funny but, and so, these children, they had asked me if I would be willing to 
teach them at home probably three days a week. Anyway the girl was in kindergarten 
when I started, but I taught them for two years and got them. Then I just insisted that the 
parent find a school that they could go to, I mean the adjacent school districts would be 
taking them without tuition you needed to get these kids in school. They needed someone 
else other than me and their parents and grandma and grandpa. So Tom and Sarah were 
their names, but I would take them to the library once a week. Really set them up to get 
computer classes. It was a great experience you know, but, and that's what I really love is 
the tutoring. That one to one I really enjoy that, I continued to look for other work but by 
now it was 1990 and I was turning 50 that year. They were not interested in hiring a 
teacher as old as I was, so the church school needed, we had enough students to need to 
teachers I was hired by them. I worked there until my husband, my first husband died and 
I had probably worked a few months after that. Then I saw an ad in the paper for working 
with people in their homes taking care. The learning experience from a dieing husband 
was the fact that I learned that I could do a lot more things in taking care ofpeople 
physically that I had never done before. I had done a lot of dirty jobs, but this was a little 
bit more. Taking care of a bed fast patient, this was different. I talked to my friend who 
was a nurse and she said well you certainly aren't going to be doing any nursing skills, 
you don't have nursing skills to do ::laughs::. You know, it can't be, you know what 
could it be. It said something about taking care of people in their homes and people that 
were physically and mentally handicapped. So I interviewed, well the women I 
interviewed for, with, we had gone to Edison together and we had car pooled together at 
Edison ::laugh::. So I, there was no problem with me getting the job and so they gave me 
a young girl who has MS and could not stand and was non verbal, she was my first client. 
I'm not going to mention any names here, she is still very much alive, and so are her 
family members and all I'm going to say is not really the kindest thing in the world, but 
mother did not know how to keep house. It was working in some pretty filthy conditions 
but I tried my best to do what I could to get her ou~ into the community, to enjoy life. Our 
pictures were in the, well I guess I don't have it on the refrigerator, but our pictures were 
on the front page of the Piqua paper. Because I had taken her to a concert at the park in 
Piqua and the photographer caught us laughing together. So those were, those were, we 
went to the concerts in the park all the time in the summer time. It was major to get her in 
and out of the car and I would often times try to find somebody to help me. Because she 
would stiffen up and I would have to put my seat back as far as it would go and recline 
back and she would stiffen her legs. Then try and get her in and out of the car was, and 
she was a good sized girl, she wasn't over weight, but she was, and it was dead weight so 
anyway. I worked with that family, I worked with some, she was 15 when I went there 
and she's in her mid twenties now or beyond mid twenties. Then they gave me some 
adult women who had been in a flood and everything in their house had molded and they 
were trying to figure out how to get the mold out of the house. Because my parents lived 
in Florida everything molds in Florida. So I knew how to get rid ofmold. And so I said 
get spray bottles and bleach that's what you need and start spraying it and it will wipe off 
and so we de-fungied the apartment. I went on a search to try to get them in a better place 
they needed to get out of there. It wasn't healthy to live in this mess these girls, adult 
women who were closer, close to my age, one of them was my age. So I often times 
would help them with cooking and grocery shopping, trying to keep their bills paid and 
just making, making some major decisions for them. Because people take advantage of 
mentally handicap people and try to sell them things over the phone. I had realized one 
day that their phone bill they had been paying for a service for international calls. Well 
they weren't making any international calls. But they had been talked into this they 
would agree to anything and so that was kind of sad that people took advantage of that. 
This was through the company QRA that I was working for and the, I had many clients 
over the years. I worked there maybe seven or eight years. I worked there until I was 
pronounced legally blind and could not work there anymore. But during that time in 1998 
it was when my mother was dieing, uh, my mother died. I was taking classes, there was 
new program in Miami county called family and children frrst. They called me and asked 
me if I would be interested in taking the classes. It was new to everybody, they had been 
granted money from the government to the Miami county to help families whose children 
were in the court system. They weren't injuvie or anywhere they weren't being put away 
they were still in the home but they had caused problems. So they were under court order 
and they thought that this would be a way to keep the children in the home. Keep the 
family unit together and have somebody come in and help them. So the first family they 
gave me I was, I was kind ofpicked out. There was a room full of women who were 
taking this class and Karen Deville was in charge of this and I could tell that she was 
picking me out for the group that she really wanted me to work for. Karen and I still 
remain friends to this day she just, the program no longer exists. The first family they 
gave me the children were truants. They were not going to school, so the school was 
making the complaints and the mother was saying well it was to far for the children to 
walk to school. They were little children and I guess in the city of Troy you have to walk 
to school unless it's over a mile away. If your over a mile away from the school they 
would bus you over but she just felt like it was to far for her little children in the winter 
time to walk. So I went and worked she had 3 children the boy was pretty much out of 
hand and he was the one that needed to be in school. The next one, the second child was 
kindergarten age and so I worked with them in the home. I had games for them to play, 
learning games, we would work on that and talk with the mother, and they didn't, they 
had to set up a time limit at this time. So I think I was in that home maybe for a year, we 
really got to be good friends. I gave her a muffm tin, she had to make cupcakes for the 
school and so I gave her a muffin tin and never got them back. Took her to the grocery 
and she got in a mess with her banking account and you know I wasn't getting paid for 
this. I was just trying to help her because she was. She was putting her money in one 
bank and was taking money out of another ATM th~t was not affiliated with the bank she 
was. So they were charging her 10 dollars every time she was taking money out. So she 
was going in the hole every month. I took her to the bank and we figured all these out as 
to what was happening with all her money. She just didn't understand what was going on 
and I ended up helped her with reading, just was helping her, and she kind of had a 
speech impediment. I kind of helped her with that and ended up going to the school for 
meetings with the children, meeting with the teachers and taking the mother there that 
was. Occasionally I see her and she is always happy to see me. I would love to see the 
children they are probably; they are big kids now you know. But that was through family 
and children first this was all affiliated or not really affiliated but was contracted out 
through QRA it wasn't a QRAjob but QRA contracted this out. It eventually became, 
they ran out of money once, and Karen in tears called me and said, you cant go to work 
no you cant meet with these families, you cant your going to have call them and tell them 
you cant come because we don't have any money. That was always sad and then they 
would get more money and I would be back on the program again ::laughs::. But it got to 
so you could only spend six weeks with each family. I would set up, it was either an 
afternoon or an evening, it wasn't just the children being rebellious the parents were 
being rebellious to. If I wasn't, if I say I was going to be there at 2 o'clock and if I wasn't 
there at 2 o'clock and thirty seconds they were out the door and gone. So they had to 
make a rule that you had to stay at home for at least a half hour after I said I would be 
there. Because you know you could get stopped by a train or something could happen that 
you don't get there at exactly the right time. So anyway then it was only for six week an 
some of the people really got attached to me. They really wanted me to, they would, . 
cause Karen would come in she would come in and introduce me to the family. And 
when the six weeks were up she would come back in and say well how did it work for 
you and what changes have you made. And I would, I had been given a computer so I 
started making gra, making charts for, you know and so they would have stickers and all 
this stuff you know trying to entice these children to do what they were suppose to do. 
Give them little chores to do around the house and all this stuff, trying to get a program 
going. But these mothers would, please don't take Mary away from me, just don't take 
Mary away from me. I really need her the one mother, two of the mother two of the 
mothers that I worked with sad to say ended up in jail. But most of them were very 
successful and I really, I really loved that and would still be doing that if I could drive. 
But I couldn't be doing it anyways because they don't have it anymore but anyway I 
really, I thought it was a good program that they had come up with. I had some of my 
clients from QRA I became very close with and they were involved with our family. 
They were invited to our family reunions, I had several clients that would go to our 
family reunion and family gatherings and they. Just because they didn't, especially this 
one adult women she had a father, her mother was dead, she had a father and two brother 
but they were not, you know they were kind of there shaking their finger at her why are 
you doing this or why are you doing that? They weren't really giving her lot ofTLC 
which she really needed. I went to work there I suppose in, well Ernie died 97 so some 
were between 97 and 98 I went to work there because I was working there when my 
mother died and that was 98. So I worked there till 2005 when I had my eye surgery and 
that was the end ofmy working career. 
Quafisi: What are some of the obstacles, frustrations disappointments or challenged that 
you have faced during this time or during your community work? 
Welklin: I suppose, I suppose the frustration has been not the people that I have worked 
with but it has been the higher boss's shall we call them. The case workers who seemed 
to when we would contact them. And say this needs to be done, or this needs to be done, 
or they need this, or they are rwming out of money, or what can we do what are we going 
to do about their meds, and their insurance is gone. Then when you go to a meeting and 
they sit there and say you never called me, you never called me, what are you talking 
about, you never called me. Just lying I don't deal with lying real well, that's been very 
frustrating to me. I, people who are suppose to be accountable, should be accountable. 
Retarded people, they are not accountable but we have, sad to say, we have given more 
authority to them then we have the people who care for them. Its that in itself is very 
frustrating to me, and was very frustrating to me. I, this one family, this frrst family, that I 
Quafisi: And what grades did you teach during that time? 
Welklin: When well, there is a fellowship hall. My class room was in the fellowship hall. 
Each weekend my room had to be tom down and turned back over to the 
church ::laughs::. So this was a balancing act, we had grades one through eight 
QuafiSi: All contained in one room? 
W elklin: All contained in one room, when I worked there after it, it was, I taught, I 
taught one through fourth. Basically had one, two, and three and then fourth would join 
me for social studies and science. I was also doing the art at that time for everybody. For 
all eight grades, so I was on the building committee with these mea My son by this time 
had gone to NS and was working for a lumber company. So I was picking his brain, do 
you know any contractors? Do you know any body to design a building for us? So he 
gave me some names so we looked at several people and they would draw up plans and 
we would, you know and the one that was a company from Greenville that would work 
with us. I mean the other ones said this is what we planned and this is the way its going to 
be. Well they weren't listening to us; they weren't listening to what we wanted. Was very 
upset that they had a women on the building committee they were really upset, from that, 
I was a real annoyance to these contractors, I don't know why but anyway. I was, we're 
the men? Well this is, your dealing with me today, anyways. So that was about a five 
years, lots ofmeetings and lots of stress and it. Uh, we finally had ground breaking and 
got bids several people bid and got bids. So decided to basically, decided to do a tum key 
thing and so we built a building. I don't know how may square feet it is but we built a 
building with a large gym, a large kitchen, of course two bathrooms, three classrooms 
which one of the class rooms is the library and the library also houses 8 computers. 
Which the state keeps up to snuff for us all the time I mean when we get a computer that 
is old we get a new one from the state. So now they have kindergarten and so they have a 
teacher's aid who teaches half days kindergarten and another teacher who is the same one 
that I worked with when I last worked there. We only have 10 students now, but basically 
draw from the community, our church, is our children in the church have all grown up 
and we really only have one student who attends church. So everybody else is just 
students from the community, so it's a lovely building and has served us well. That was, I 
lived, one of the things that being in Piqua I lived in Darke County it was a 20, 23 miles 
round trip for all these meetings back and fourth back and fourth. When you think of 
volunteering you don't even begin to count the gasoline you put in your car and the wear 
and tear you put on your car, but I was happy to, I was happy to be asked and I was there 
for every meeting. We knocked a lot of things around because our church is a poll 
building and we had thought about doing that again and we decided not to and so it's a 
traditional block building. I, our property sits with a lake at the back its not our lake but 
there's a lake or a pond and so that was one of the stipulations that I had when I taught. I 
appreciated the fact that I had windows facing the lake or the pond and I said the 
windows have to be towards the pond there is no sense in the school room looking at the 
road so the children have when they look out the window they are going to see gods 
nature that was very important to me and that's one thing I got through to them. That and 
worked for the one with the girl who was totally handicap. They never have found 
someone. I've been gone since 05 they have never found anyone to replace me. The 
mother will call me every once an awhile and she would say I call the office and say 
don't you have another Mary? I need a mary who will come and do what needs to be 
done. The other girls would come, and I would take her out in the yard I, their 
neighborhood, catty comer across the street was a foster home, and this women took in 
mostly boys, well they would set up a basketball net out on the side of the street and they 
played basketball it was a side street. So there wasn't much traffic, but she loved to watch 
the boys play basketball. So in the summer time if I was folding her clothes or whatever I 
would take the basket out in the yard and we would sit in the yard and she would watch 
them play basketball. Or I would walk her down the alleys the alleys were more smoother 
to take the wheelchair than the sidewalks. I would take her, there is quite an alley system 
in this town and I would, I would we would walk the alleys and I said I took her. You 
know to concerts and went with her family to the skating rink and places like that. 
Frustration, I would say is the people who are suppose to be accountable and who are not 
they are not doing, they are not doing these people any justice. I don't know maybe they 
are afraid of them to maybe they are afraid that they will get a lawyer that will sue them. 
Frustration but you know when you take this kind of work they think that they own you. 
Someone would call me at six in the morning and tell me that there wasn't going to be 
any buses that day and they couldn't go to work. Well what was I going to do about it? 
And I had worked evenings, I was tired, I didn't want to get up at six o'clock in the 
morning and answer the phone ::laughs:: that was, that was, that happened many time, 
many times. They kind of felt like they owned you, you were just, they didn't understand. 
I would say, please don't call me at six o clock in the morning. I mean call me at nine, 
okay then I could come in early if that's what you want me to do. But not six and at the 
children's home the woman who took it upon herself to get rid ofall of us. She did she 
got rid of all ofus. I was just the first one, once this block fell off the rest of them all 
went to. They cleaned house, totally cleaned house and it was just amazing to hear that. 
Frustrations, I probably, maybe more frustrations with myself at times, not being able to 
do what I think I should be able to do its, it's a walk, it's a walk and life isn't easy. 
Quafisi: Well after that we had discussed how you went back to doing more volunteering 
with your church. And also I wanted you to touch on when you were in the building 
committee, in, from 90-95, and kind of go into where you are volunteering at the church 
now. 40:30 
W elklin: Okay well, some time ago our church inherited money, they, scratch the money, 
we inherited property down on outside ofVandalia on 25-A. Quite a large piece of 
property by a women who basically hated us but by the time she was dieing she decided 
to give our church youth. It had to be specified youth, her property this is when the stock 
market was doing really, really well. We sold off some of that property and invested the 
money into the stock market. We were making money, so we decided to start looking into 
what kind ofbuilding we wanted. I was chosen by the church board to serve on the 
committee. That's the building committee, I think I was the only women and probably 
because I had worked in the school. So were building because before, is a one room. was 
a one room school which was contained in the church building itself. 
storage, storage, storage that was always the problem before. But I went in and helped the 
teacher this year to set up the second classroom, he just, I said, you know he wasn' t really 
doing anything. He kept saying well we are having kindergarten, and I would say well 
what are you going to do? How are you going to do this? And he just really didn't know. 
He did, really he just didn't have vision as to what, how to deal with it and so, I went in 
and because I h~ had the other, the second classroom before. My stuff was still there, it 
was like time had stopped and everything I had left was right where I had left it. So I, I 
went in and said well lets think about this. He was getting, he was going to get rid of this 
and get rid of that and I said I don't think you need get rid of anything. I just think we 
need to move things around and so they, we did and I sorted through, I pitched a lot of 
my stuff that wasn't going to help anybody out. They have a nice classroom now and I 
had things to hang from the ceiling so I got all that stuff out it was fun, it was fun to do. It 
kind of, reliving my teaching days and enjoyed the moment. 
Quafisi: And I know that we had talked about that you also do the bulletin, flower beds 
treasury many things so let's touch on some of those. 
W elklin: Okay roger and I were asked probably maybe three years ago if we would do 
the bulletin. It was really started out being Rogers little project, but he was kind of shaky 
about it and the girl that been doing the bulletin had an old program print master its called. 
It is an old program and so she came down and put it in our computer and so in our 
bedroom we have, we took a door ::laughs:: and we took it and stretched it between two 
other objects that made a great big table. That's the processing plant ofa bulletin so we 
do the bulletin every week. We have, they decided that we don't need to buy bulletins. So 
now we have to come up with something for the front. My job is to come up with a cover 
front and do the announcements and roger does the rest he does the order of service and 
he does the officers and whose in charge of this and whose in charge of that for the week. 
I do the announcements and because I'm limited in what I can see I enlarge it as much as 
I can. I still make a lot of double letters and stuff but I do run, I run the spell check but I 
cant read the spell check. I cant get it enlarged that's a problem, but Roger does all the 
editing and finding all the mistakes. He wants a perfect bulletin, we haven't had a perfect 
bulletin in three years. He's looking for that there's always a little something, so we do 
the bulletin and that's, its, its really a weekly thing. We were on vacation for a month this 
last year and somebody else did it and when we got back they said, oh their really going 
to be happy that your back. Because I really made a mess of the whole thing. So its been 
a work in progress. We visit other churches and we collect bulletin ideas from them and 
its, Roger always wants he, he's a perfectionist in the fact that who he says is going to be 
on the program and what their doing he wants them there to do it and it doesn't really 
always work that way. He's more frustrated then I am. I'm not I'm not frustrated if I 
make a mistake I make a mistake. My frrst one was a real bad mistake, we have done 
that for three years. Way back in the 70s I had taken, the florist shop in Tipp city, we 
lived near Tipp at the time. Was giving classes for floral arranging and I had took many 
classes from her. Really enjoyed, and when I was taking these classes everyone was 
making these little tiny arrangements. Well I lived in a big old farm house and I needed 
large things, my house, my house became, it looked like a flower shop after a while. I had 
learned how to do floral arranging so I kind of took it on myself to keep nice floral 
arrangements at the church. I've given it up now but one of the young ladies that I many, 
many years ago had take~ had taken she and her brother had taken them to church. I 
would stop and pick them up every week she had taken floral arranging when she went to 
NS. When I had a floral shop for a short time in my home, when I lived in Darke County 
she would come out and help me do things so she and I together. She had moved away 
and when she came back she and I spent days, at least a day or maybe more decorating 
the church for Christmas. It was glorious when she and I did this to say the least. She 
really she was something to watch to work. She would do a lot of lighting and everything 
it was wonderful and then she, there was a flower bed out in front of the church. She and 
I worked very hard to get that to looking like something expect a thistle patch. Because 
the thistles from the field around would blow in there, and it raised thistles really well. So 
her son and I spent days pulling thistles up but they decided for nothing to grow there 
now they have just mulched it in and that's the end of that. There's, I don't know what's 
going to happen this spring. Because underneath that mulch there is daffodil bulbs and I 
think they are going to try to come up but I don't know what's going to happen. 
Quafisi: Are those from the kids? Did they plant those? 
Welklin: The kids planted the daffodil, somebody donated bags and bags of daffodil 
bulbs and so we spent class, class time, for science class. We planted daffodil bulbs. And 
of course daffodils multiply and so there are lots of daffodils in there and when they put 
the mulch down they said, and what about the daffodil bulbs. I thought well I'm just 
keeping my mouth shut. I am 70 years old and I am just letting go, I don't do any 
arrangements at the church anymore. I am a deaconess and I do, I do make the 
communion bread occasionally, been known to make the best communion bread 
there ::laughs::. Its time somebody else, somebody else had made, has had an 
arrangement made for the front of the church. She paid for somebody to do it. I do not 
like it, but it is what it is. I asked, they are going to redecorate the church. I asked are we 
certainly going to put up another arrangement? The comment was made I'm not going to 
go there. So I'm not going to go there either ::laughs::. You have to learn to let go, you 
have to learn to let go and somebody else needs to learn. You know this has been a 
learning process for me. It's been a lifetime of learning and you know what you've done 
and you appreciate the fact that you were able to do it. Not everything won and not · 
everything was the best but you do the best that you can and I am the worst critic. I really 
am· glad that I gave up the floral arranging because I would sit in church and rearrange 
the flowers that were down in front. I am glad to give it up because I would say if I did 
this or I did that so I'm my worst critic that I have. My quilt blocks that I've done now 
that I have them on the wall I am picking them apart. I'm saying well if I had done this or 
if I had done that I need to accept the fact that I don't see as well as I use to and so what 
lS, lS. 
Quafisi: Looking back what do you see as some ofyour most satisfying contributions or 
accomplishments? 
Welklin: Hopefully I have changed a few people's lives. Just like this mother telling me 
just yesterday on the phone that her daughters remembered what they learned in cooking 
class. That brings joy to my heart. Sometimes when things, when somebody dies 
everybody is wonderful, you know, I hope I have changed a few peoples lives. I hope I 
have made some lives better for it. I think of, I really hadn't thought ofMarilyn for a long 
time and I know for this girl, this handicap girl I know that she is always happy to see me 
she always remembers me. Sometimes when her grandmother will call me and put the 
phone to her ear and she said oh she is smiling she knows your voice. I know the mother 
appreciates what I did and there's others that I know who haven't had contact with but I 
wouldn't hesitate to call them and say how are things going. Their not going to slam the 
phone down on me I know that. When you give you are not being, you don't become 
selfiSh, you don't think you would become selfish, but after my first husband died and I 
lived by myself I could feel myself become selfish. Even though I was working with 
people but I, I enjoyed my, my own privacy to do what I wanted to do when I wanted to 
do it anytime. That isn't really good, we don't need to be being selfish is not an attribute. 
So I think for our own, for our own betterment, we need to serve others and see the needs 
for other people. Just the people that I have met at Curves, I hope the few that I have 
touched their lives. Janet who has cancer now Joannie who has her own battle that she 
doesn't share with anybody, but she has shared with me. I think this is one thing you have 
to learn to listen to folks, not tell them how to run the railroad but just listen. My 
friendship with you Audriana I have appreciated that Marilyn and I have talked about it 
this morning we don't understand why you see us as you do but were thankful for it 
Quafisi: And I am to for that as well, I love both of you guys so much 
Welklin: Well that's, that's wonderful, that's wonderful. 
Quafisi: I didn't think that we'd uh, I remember when we first met I didn't think we 
would ever be close as we are and I really appreciate that. 
Welklin: And I didn't either, I didn't either. I never saw it happening but it's been, it's 
made the road more interesting. 
Quafisi: Definitely, alright back on track, alright. What lessons do you carry away from 
your involvement in community service? 
Welklin: Well lessons that I carry away. Well I would think as one grows older if you've 
don't nothing for anyone I cant imagine wanting to get up in the morning. It gives you 
some satisfaction to know that you've made life better for somebody along the way. It's 
not something that you wake up and say well I'm going to do this or this for somebody. 
When you practice this type of living it becomes second nature to you, and people will 
remind you that you did this for me. You don't even remember that you did that for the~ 
you don't remember it because it just is, you remember some things but you don't 
remember all things. I've had people say but Mary you did this for me. I really don't 
remember doing it but I, I think if you don't do for other people you're going to, you're 
going to be a very bitter person. It's a growing experiment for yourself it builds character. 
Quafisi: And do you think that your involvement in your community has also had family 
or friends become more active in their community by seeing what you've done and the 
satisfaction you get out of it. 
Welklin: Well I know, I think so my friend that's now in a nursing home. It was my 
involvement working in the library in the church school. I said to her I said, you know 
you ought to come and help me put your kids in church schooland you can come and 
help me we can do this together. I think, and she was, she was just a stay at home mom 
like I was. I think it had benefited her and even though she is in the condition that she is 
we can talk about even still today, we can talk about it and it will bring a smile to her face. 
I think, I think its an example that you set for your children. I know one time my son and 
I were in the little grocery store in Pittsburg, Ohio. A little one horse town and a girl 
walked by that he went to school with. She spoke to him and he wouldn't speak to her. 
When I got out of the store and into the car I said what is this, you aren't speaking to this 
young lady. Mom I'm not speaking to her she stinks. I said so what, it isn't going to kill 
you to speak to her. You could have said hi she probably can't help that she smells. I said 
I don't ever want you to discriminate against anybody just because the way they smell, 
the way they look, or the way they act. It is not, and I have to say that my son now that he 
is a grown man of4 3 he does a lot ofwork with little league. He video tapes his church 
service and he edit its and puts it on whatever, on the internet. Now he's becoming a 
teacher he is a substitute teacher at the vocational school. Which makes me think ofone 
more thing of volunteering that I have done ifwe have time to talk about that? 
Quafisi: Of course. 
W elklin: I have niece that was possibly brain damaged by a mistake a doctor made. She 
has three children the oldest child is brilliant working on her master degree. The second 
child is kind ofhalfway in between here. She was just too busy to learn how to read in the 
elementary school, she just couldn't settle down. They didn't live near me but I would 
say maybe five years ago. They made a move over near Nashville so somewhere between 
here and West Milton. Then they have another child who is very, very, very retarded and 
occasionally they will ask and have us sit with Henry. Its not well, he has to be diapered, 
he is now 17, all arms and legs and over six feet tall that's a major, major, major. The first 
time we went out to sit with Henry I was talking to the middle child Sherry. I was asking 
her how she was doing in school. Well they had placed her in the classroom with her 
brother Henry so now she is dealing with, so now she is being treated like a retarded child. 
Who is not she is just a little slow she's not retarded. So I said ifwe would come and get 
you Sherry and take you into the library, why don't we read together. You need to get 
your reading up she was reading at a third grade level at the time. 
Quafisi: And what grade was she in? 
W elklin: She was, she was a sophomore in high school. 
Quafisi: Okay so it was huge. 
Welklin: Yes huge, so we went and got her. So weekly, this was after my surgery so I 
wasn't working. Weekly Roger would drive me over there and pick her up and drive to 
West ·Milton and we would fmd books in the children's department. She, we struggled I 
asked at first if they would give us a private room to sit in which they did. She got 
comfortable with it and we would just sit in the children's department and we would read 
and so at the end ofher sophomore year she had applied to go to NS. I think this, this 
had already happened and she was turned down because ofher reading skills. This was 
her goal was to get to NS or CTC. We started reading we started reading and reading. 
Well by the second semester at school they were having her go down to the first grade 
and read to the first graders. We'd be sitting in the library and these little kids would 
come in and they just fell in love with her. They would just hug her and she was so 
excited to see them. So she was very proud ofher self that they allowed her to do this. 
She applied again to CTC and got accepted so that when she got accepted we kind of 
stopped the tutoring. We did that for a couple years, I think a year and a half maybe and 
she wanted to, we would read for part of the time. We would spend two hours with her, 
maybe it was only an hour but we'd spend part of the time on the computer but she would 
be sending emails to her sister who was in Philadelphia So spelling was a real problem 
she was trying to write things and so she would keep asking me and asking me and I'd sit 
beside her and say think about how you would spell that. Well she had a speech 
impediment so she wasn't sounding out words properly. That was., that was one ofher 
problems but she graduated from CTC. Now she is a super senior she's doing it again in 
another program. Now my son who substitutes there, he has her quite often in school. So 
when I talked to her the other day she said I just can't call him Mr. Cullens. So I said 
what do you call him and she said I call him Cousin Dave ::laughs::. so she was quite 
proud of the fact that her cousin was teaching there. She was so, she, my son told me that 
she, he said kids are always coming up to me and saying are you really Sherry's cousin? 
Yeah I'm Sherry's cousin, so she, she's doing well so that's a real success story for me. 
I'm just really proud of her and what she has done and she, they had a graduation party 
for her. Some of the teachers that she had had at St. Paris came to this, came over to West 
Milton for this party. She introduced me to them and she said this is the reason I'm 
graduating Mary is the reason I am graduating if Aunt Mary wouldn't have done this for 
me I would have never made it. So I'm very proud of that fact. 
Quafisi: In conclusion did you want to add anything from before that you may have 
missed maybe wanted to add in that you feel you want in there? 
Welklin: Uh I think one the things that I forgot to talk about that I've done volunteering 
is the Bethany Center. The Piqua church's join together and bought the old south street 
school. They serve meals there everyday I think, maybe five days a week at least. One of 
our members was in charge of the food pantry for many years. Roger and I would go in 
and volunteer at times and work the food pantry. The different churches would take a 
month and I think the food pantry is open like two days a week. That way you got contact 
with people you are, tried to fulfill their needs. Some people were really greedy and 
would look in and say I want this or I want this. Other people were very willing. We, so 
we did that for, I did that before Roger was married, before roger and I was married, and 
we did that together afterwards. Filling the orders that people needed and this is at first it 
was not subsidized from the government Now it is so the government has rules and 
regulations you have to follow. I haven't helped with it in some time this is one of the 
things that our church had put a lot ofmoney into. It, we is still, putting a lot of money 
into it and we have members that are on the board there at the Bethany center. Its been 
before, back I just thought of in the things that I've done for the church. I was community 
service leader and so I was taking phone calls especially when I was teaching. People 
wanting food, people wanting help with their electric, help with their rent. The school 
goes out once a year and sometimes twice a year and collects food from the community. 
We would put bags by the door and say we will be back in two days with a letter and 
whatever you want to put in the bag, none perishable food. That all goes to the Bethany 
center and so I have helped with those campaigns many times and driven the car. Kept 
kids straight, kept track ofkids, didn't want anyone snatching kids and so I've done that 
and its been, we use to keep this food collected and we kept it in the church. And would 
do food baskets out of the church, now it's all taken care of there in Piqua in the Bethany 
center. There are other food pantries in Piqua but Bethany is one of the main ones. I have 
helped with that, Roger has helped with that. So there is work that can't be done, 
volunteer work that can be done. I thought this year I would do more volunteering, it 
seems my days I don't get as much done as I want to get done. But if I am able to do I am 
glad to do it. I, have we filled in enough time? 
Quafisi: mmm-hmm so thank you so much. 
Welklio: No problem. 
